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AI for English Law project granted unprecedented access to British and 
Irish Legal Information Institute dataset.

Researchers at the University of Oxford can now use artificial intelligence (AI) to 
explore judicial cases across England and Wales, thanks to an historic agreement 
with the British and Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILII). BAILII has granted 
the Unlocking the Potential of AI for English Law (‘AI for Law’) research team bulk 
access to their entire dataset of judicial decisions for research purposes. With 
more than 400,000 searchable cases, BAILII holds the largest, most 
comprehensive and most popular freely available dataset of case law in England 
and Wales. The data set—which has been diligently curated and updated for 
more than 20 years for the benefit of the general public and the legal profession
—is often the first port of call for charities and the advice sector, law students 
and scholars, as well as judges, barristers, and solicitors. 

Although publicly available, the bulk download of data necessary for natural 
language processing analysis (a form of artificial intelligence) has been 
prohibited under the terms of the standard user agreement – until now. This will 
be the first time BAILII have granted such access to any organisation. The 
partnership between Oxford University and BAILII promises to unlock new 
research insights into English caselaw and also to develop novel research 
techniques which will improve access to legal information in England and Wales. 
The negotiations with BAILII took over a year and encompassed review by 
stakeholders at the Ministry of Justice and the Judiciary. 

Professor John Armour from Oxford’s AI for English Law team said:

“The Oxford-BAILII data agreement has the potential to revolutionise 
lawtech in the UK. For the first time academic researchers will be able to 
explore the application of artificial intelligence to the analysis of a very 
large body of case law from England and Wales. While research has been 
done with decisions from a range of other jurisdictions around the world, 
bulk access to data has so far been a stumbling block for work with 
decisions here. We hope that, in addition to facilitating important 
academic progress in the application of AI to common law decision-
making, our agreement with BAILII will also serve as a model for future 
such arrangements.”

Sir Ross Cranston, Chair of the BAILII Trustees, said:

“BAILII is delighted to collaborate with the highly regarded research team 
at Oxford University in their important work on the AI for Law project.  
Their findings will guide BAILII in developing a policy on data sharing for 
large-scale data analysis which aligns with emerging policy at HMCTS and 
the Ministry of Justice.”

The agreement creates a partnership under which work the project is doing on 
necessary legal and ethical safeguards regarding access to court data can be 



used to inform the development of BAILII’s policy for access by other 
organisations in the future. These findings were recently published in a project 
report on Building a Justice Data Infrastructure.

Notes to Editors

The Unlocking the Potential of Artificial Intelligence for English Law (‘AI for Law’) 
project is funded by the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund's (ISCF) Next 
Generation Services challenge research programme which is run by Innovate UK 
and the Economic & Social Research Council (ESRC) on behalf of UK Research 
and Innovation. The research project is being carried out by researchers in the 
Oxford University departments and faculties of Law, Economics, Computer 
Science, Education and the Said Business School, from 2019 to 2021. The 
research explores the potential and limitations of using artificial intelligence (AI) 
in support of legal services.

Further information can be found on the Faculty of Law website.

The British and Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILII) is based at the Institute 
of Advanced Legal Studies. It provides free access to British and Irish case law & 
legislation, European Union case law, Law Commission reports, and other law-
related British and Irish material.
Further information can be found on the BAILII website.
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